Popular Tale : Kathasanisagara                                111
increased the bulk of the work by needless descriptions instead of rendering the narrative clear and effective. Kshemendra was one of the court poets of King Ananta of Kashmir (1029—1064 A. D.) and he is said to have composed his Brihatkathamanjari about the year 1037 A. D«
Kathasaritsagara
The other epitome of the Brihatkatha as current in Kashmir is the Kathasaritsagara by Somadeva The work contains 22,000 slokas divided into 18 lambakas with 124 tarangas, so named to maintain the metaphor of the title. Somadeva has shown great sense of proportion and taste in his abridgement. He preserves the main narrative better and relates the story with greater clarity and vividness. He exercises great self restraint by not disturbing the course of the narrative by needless show of his descriptive art. In this respect Somadeva is far superior to Kshemendra as an artist and in his skill as a story teller. Somadeva is said to have composed this work somewhere about 1070 A.D.
Jatakamala
Many popular stories were current among the Buddhists from very early times and the chief among them are contained in the Jatakamala of Arya Sura. It is written mainly in prose with many verses interspersed. The book contains anecdotes of Buddha's life in several former births, and is meant to illustrate the various qualities of perfection that go to make themantic tales of later ages. Many dramatists and writers of prose romances have taken their plots from this source and .many others have modelled their characters on those of Gunadhya. njst *%krit Literature,   :      Agastya or Vidyanatha, the author of Balabharata
